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#78108-16-2020, 04:51 PM

Good progress, Dave. I could loan you a DC power pack. And yes, gaping chasms next to my track were a major motivator in getting my landforms complete.
Though mostly it was a friend who didn't want to run his equipment on my layout till I finished. My own equipment did plenty of laps...

James
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#782 08-19-2020, 10:58 AM

The corner building is mostly done.

I haven't decided if I'll add signage. I probably should. Also, I need to do the inside framing around the wall's corner.

dave

Modeling 1890s (because the voices in my head told me to)
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#783 02-21-2021, 07:28 AM

Another phase of "orogeny" (Geologist term for 'mountainbuilding') 

I used paper wads to get a general rough sense of topography. Note the piece of backdrop taped to the wall to set the height of the backdrop's tree line. The
rosin paper will protect the wall (or the backdrops once they're installed) from water/plaster drips.

Then I did the classic cardboard web.

I used a conventional staple gun to attach the cardboard strips to the benchwork, and a 'scissors' stapler to connect the strips to each other. Hint: If you can
find one that takes staples longer than 1/4" that would be good. Another hint: If the staples arrive before the stapler, be sure you remember where you put the
box of staples....

I built a styrofoam box over top of the access hatch. This will be needed to attach the backdrop (once I can borrow some people with long arms to help out...)

Note the mitered corner that fits around the cove in the wall.

Once I'm happy with the topography, I'll draw and cut the contours onto the styrofoam, cut the styrofoam, and then add cardboard on top of that. 

Most importantly, the shape of the mountains passed spousal inspection. 

Wife is a formally trained artist, so she has a good eye for what looks real or not. On the left side, you can see a valley, so I can justify bridges in both the
narrow gauge that goes up the side of the mountain, and the standard gauge around the front of the layout. I wasn't quite sure I could pull that off, but it
should work. I'll do a bit of adjusting of heights before I lock everything in place with plaster wrap.

dave

Modeling 1890s (because the voices in my head told me to)
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#784 02-21-2021, 07:47 AM

Just wanted to put this here. It's the switcher house and turntable

I've done some more scenic work around here, but I removed the backdrop so it doesn't look as good. Eventually I'll get help and hang the backdrops.

dave

Modeling 1890s (because the voices in my head told me to)
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#78502-21-2021, 02:19 PM

The styrofoam box for access is a good idea, Dave.

_________________________________________________

I was so much older then, I'm younger than that now Bob Dylan
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#78602-21-2021, 05:57 PM

Looks good. I expect I can visit next month.

James
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#787 03-15-2021, 10:07 AM

It is a corollary to Murphy's Law, that at some point you'll need to locate a switch machine directly in a joist. (And there'll be a screw buried in the L-girder
right where you need to cut...)

So I dug out my handy oscillating saw (THE BEST tool for benchwork modifications).

I was able to finagle one of the Walthers right-angle machines into the opening. Now I have to figure out the wiring. Since I got it in there, I figure I should be
able to get it back out to do the wire connections. 

In the process, I nicked off a track feeder wire :-( But that's OK, as I have more feeders to solder.

dave

Modeling 1890s (because the voices in my head told me to)
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#78803-15-2021, 11:42 AM

Dave, I'm just catching up here. Your making great progress and things are really looking good. Might I suggest that you put a water tank on top the two story
building across the tracks from the roundhouse to further hid the corner. you probably of that though. Anyway keep it up, it's coming together nicely.

Bob

It's only make-believe
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#789 03-15-2021, 12:42 PM

By the way, only Walthers would figure out how to create a PDF that only Adobe Acrobat can properly render! They must swap IT staff with Kalmbach.... 

dave

Modeling 1890s (because the voices in my head told me to)
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#790 03-15-2021, 12:46 PM

Oh, I should post a photo of the TT lead:

It's that new turnout at the bottom of the photo that caused all the problems. (White paper is where the coal dock will go.)

dave

Modeling 1890s (because the voices in my head told me to)
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#791 03-15-2021, 02:40 PM

Today turns out to be 1 step forward, 5 steps back. -Two- of my #8 curved turnouts have sprung loose, so they're now out of gauge. And of course these are in
locations that are not easy to work.

You can see the lighter colored wood where the rail is loose. 

Damned if I know how I'll fix this!

dave

Modeling 1890s (because the voices in my head told me to)
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#79203-15-2021, 03:26 PM

May I suggest a little stain. 

Bob

It's only make-believe
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#793 03-15-2021, 03:59 PM

Stain won't put the rail back in gauge.... That's the real problem, not the coloration.

dave

Modeling 1890s (because the voices in my head told me to)
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#79403-15-2021, 04:08 PM

This sounds like climate change issues within the space. Heat and humidity do bad things to the railroad.... Don't ask....[:-censored]

The Dremel tool, the cutoff wheel and the soldering paraphernalia are your friend here. Find the "culprit" space, cut the rail, line everybody back up, spike as
necessary and solder it all back together. It's a drag, but it has worked for me.... :erm: 

Pete

in Michigan
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#79503-15-2021, 04:43 PM

In Homabed, there are techniques involving large spikes and brad nails which might push the rail back in gauge. I don't get my 2nd shot for a couple of weeks,
but I could bring my spiking box and demonstrate.

James
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