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#931 02-24-2023, 07:24 PM

Here's the other end of the tunnel. I added some shelves to hold the walls.

And a test-fit of the one wall side:

The other (near) side of the track will look similar. The parts for that should be here Tuesday.

dave
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#93202-24-2023, 10:07 PM

Dave, here's 8 looks at Lamson & Goodnow from October 2008:

Don't remember the location of this shot showing the faded sign

Here's the iconic view of the site from the outside looking in. At first I thought the above sign was on the wooden shed on the left edge of the shot, but the
roof and siding are different.

Here's the walkway bridge from inside the site

Look at the wiring under the walkway!

This view inside the site shows most of the building to the left of the curved walkway. The walkway is on the far right edge.

This inside view is looking 90° left of the above shot. You can also see the tower in photo 2 farther above.

This is a bit to the left of the shot with the tower. FYI If you Google Shelburne Falls, MA and select MAPS, the Deerfield River and the factory power dam are
behind this building.

This last shot is 180° from the one above. You can see the walkway again on the far left.

Hope these help. It's a fantastic site I wish my C&V RR had room for.

Attached Files

Last edited by Bill_Gill; 02-24-2023, 10:15 PM.
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#93302-25-2023, 12:45 AM

Looking great, Dave.

This is really interesting to follow along. The SRM kit is a real beauty! It might be worth reminding yourself of what Gregg W. and Jim Lucas did to their
version. It was a real lesson on how to kitbash a craftsman kit. Below is a link to Gregg's layout build - there is a link to the Lamson and Goodnow build part
way down the first page.

https://railroad-line.com/node/11970

I wish I could find room for this kit on my layout, too. I very nearly bought it in Scranton at the 2015 expo - but went with Thorndikes instead. That will also be
a fun kitbash!

Cheers, Mark.

  1 comment1 comment
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#933.1TRAINS1941TRAINS1941 commented
02-25-2023, 09:21 AM

Mark thanks for the link!!
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#934 02-25-2023, 08:14 AM

For me, the interesting thing about Lamson is that it doesn't look overly compressed, as many of the other SRMW kits look to me. (That's not a complaint, I
understand the trade-offs. But as someone who's looked at a lot of mill buildings, some selective compression just doesn't feel right.)

The brick color is a bit more orange than I would have expected.

Apple Maps notes there's still a "Lamson & Goodnow factory outlet" in one of the buildings! The SRMW kit came with some brochures from the company, it's
good to know it's still in business.

dave
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#93502-25-2023, 09:54 AM

Dave,

I agree with you that one feature you need for a realistic New England mill is sheer size. Compression does not work. What the real-life Lamson -and-
Goodnow mill and the kit might lack in size, is made up for in complexity. It looks very real.

Mike

_________________________________________________

I was so much older then, I'm younger than that now Bob Dylan
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#93602-25-2023, 10:30 AM

Wow~,
Thanks for posting these great pictures of this structure. If I had a layout, this would be my next build for it. I really like the walkway between the buildings.
Curved is something I've never seen before (only a wide almost straight V), plus that grade change is totally amazing as well. This should be one structure
business for the books. Thanks for sharing these pics. Thanx Thom...
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#93702-25-2023, 10:39 AM

Perceptions are interesting.

Back in the early 1970s I lived about a dozen miles from Lamson & Goodnow and found it a very interesting site to photograph well before getting back into
model railroading. I also spent a lot of time photographing the geologic potholes in the granite riverbed below the power dam for the factory. Years later I
was living elsewhere when SRMW introduced the Lamson & Goodnow kit. It blew me away. I thought it captured the site exactly.

Jumping ahead to 2008, I found my self near the factory again for a day, and with a new to me digital camera, made a short side trip to take the photos posted
above. My memory of the exactness of the kit at that time was reinforced when wandering around the grounds.

Jumping again, to yesterday, after posting the photos I took a peek at the SRMW website photos of the kit. Comparing both side by side for the first time I was
surprised at how compressed the kit was. This is not criticism of the kit at all; it's still fantastic. I'm sure the compression was necessary for all kinds of
considerations. Even at its reduced size it's still a large model that's far too big for my tiny layout.

My perceptions have changed after seeing many other large mill sites in Fall River and Lowell, Massachusetts among other places and revisiting the massive
Harmony Mills just across the Hudson River from the NEB&W at RPI.

Lamson & Goodnow never was a massive New England factory and the SRMW kit reduces the footprint even more. Yet despite that, the kit looks very
believable. I know nothing about making cutlery, so the size of those buildings appears perfectly plausible to me even after having spent a lot of time
wandering around the actual site. I think more than the overall size, it's the variety and number of fine details that focuses my attention on very small areas at
a time, giving an impression of a much larger size.

Last edited by Bill_Gill; 02-25-2023, 12:03 PM.
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#93802-25-2023, 12:07 PM

This is a mill complex in Dracut, MA that I took quite a few photos of in 2010. The brick building is more recent than Lamson & Goodnow, I think, due to the
flat roof on the stairway tower. The stone parts are probably considerably older. It's where MA 113 (Pleasant St.) crosses Beaver Brook.

James
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#939 02-25-2023, 05:30 PM

Going through that build thread on Lamsom and Godnow gave me some serious inspiration to consider rearranging the structures. I'll also look at moving
back segments to make the visible front wall longer.

Amazon delivery is a couple stops away, but the FedEx truck with the plaster wrap is nowhere to be seen.... I'm guessing that stuff will show up Monday. (3
delivery-day delay.)

dave
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#940 02-26-2023, 03:21 PM

On my first layout (as an adult), my brass Shay took a tumble to the concrete floor. (Not too badly damaged...). Since then, I've had a real fear of 'tumbling
locos.' Part of my goal for the recent scenery push is to get enough scenery in place to prevent that. (The late :-( ) Craig Bisgeier recommended I put aprons
between the spline and roadbed. He said, "That'll provide something for scenery to latch onto." But inside tunnels, that stuff also provides a natural tunnel
liner. The outside curve is not full height, so I could reach in and grab any derailments. (I'm not quite sure what I'll do for scenery over this, probably just a
fabric cover.)

There's cardboard strips running underneath the fabric on the outside curve to hold the aprons into position. Eventually I'll hot-glue the aprons, but for now I
can just staple them, allowing me full access if I need to get to the track.

And a look at the portal before I added the fabric liner, but after I positioned the support underneath the rubber rock.

I'll probably bring up the scenery on the left side (opposite the rubber rock), I haven't quite decided what to do there. That face won't be visible, so no
castings, etc. 

I've also done a lot of work on the other portal, stuff just test-fitted into place

There'll be rock wall and wing castings on the ouside of the cut, too (towards the viewer.) Those parts (from Scenic Express) are due Tuesday. 

In other news, my box of plaster wrap arrived today.

dave
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#941 02-26-2023, 07:29 PM

A couple more photos of rough scenery. The blue fabric is to just get a sense of the landform once it's covered with plaster wrap.

And one of the boxes of plaster wrap I got today:

This is the full 12" wide stuff. So it's 7200 sq in for $32. Use that to compare with other sources.

dave
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#942 02-27-2023, 05:48 PM

I did some adjusting on the landforms. Draping the fabric gives me a sense of the "land before development." I'll take another look at this tomorrow, and if I'm
still happy, maybe I'll start doing plaster wrap.

dave
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#943 02-28-2023, 02:17 PM

Ugh. I've reached that point where I can't find anything and I'm tripping over all kinds of stuff. Nothing to do but stop work and thoroughly clean and
reorganize things... 

dave
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#944 03-01-2023, 04:18 PM

Well, the last 2 days I've done some substantial rework on the scenery I previously laid down. The big thing was to use some bendable MDF to work out the
fascia lines.

I cut extenders on the benchwork with approximate angles to match the fascia lines.

This actually bumped out the scenery space from the track edge. So I decided to cut down some previous landforms, and add a road that runs alongside the
tracks. The road is marked with the black lines.

And the road crosses the creek in front of the tracks:
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The piece of wood with the level on it helps me ensure the bridge and abutments will be level. I'm sure there'll be some additional adjustments once the
hardshell is in.

Now the question I'm pondering is whether or not to actually get some hardboard and cut the fascia at this point. But I'll probably think about that some
more, and tackle some other projects. (see next post.)

dave

Last edited by deemery; 03-01-2023, 04:28 PM.
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#945 03-01-2023, 04:26 PM

The other thing I'm working on are the tunnel portals. I'm using the urethane Scenic Express "PRR style" stonework. These come in 2 part numbers, one is stiff
urethane and the other is a flexible foam. Since my one portal runs along a curve, I'll use the latter. But of course the tunnel portal itself, plus the nice stone
stepped end pieces, are stiff urethane.

Here's the portal itself in position, that shows you what I'm starting with:

Far side mocked up:

Shaping and glueing these together is a bit of a challenge. I cut them with an utility knife with a fresh blade. Then I'm using Beacon 527 glue for wood to
urethane and urethane to urethane joints. I've tried other stuff, this stuff seems to work the best: https://www.amazon.com/Beacon-
Adhesi.../dp/B001E03THG You have to let it cure at least several hours, better overnight, before working on it. Also, you should clamp the pieces together.

I glue some wood pieces for reinforcing and corner posts. The end pieces are thicker than the walls. So I glue some wood spacers onto the walls, and do a bit
of sanding if necessary to get a good fit between wall and end.

I'm gluing the end piece to the wall:

And the two portal walls set into position:

The other thing I should mention is shaping the walls. I have a soldering station that includes a heat gun. I used the heat gun to warm the castings and rolled
them over a piece of 6" cardboard tube. I want the curve to be slightly more than required, because it's easier to pull the curve out, than to add more curve.

When the weather permits, I'll prime and paint the castings. I'll also cut wall sections for the interior of the tunnel.

dave

Last edited by deemery; 03-01-2023, 04:56 PM.
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