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#1396 08-20-2024, 10:26 AM

On location: I need to add the walkways and railings, and glue the bents into position. Then mix up some more ground gloop to work around the bents, etc,
and do landscaping.

For Mike H, classification of my two 'coal' black aquarium sands. 

dave

Last edited by deemery; 08-20-2024, 12:22 PM.
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#139708-20-2024, 02:12 PM

Good job. The piles of coal will probably make a mess in the adjacent street during the dumping and loading. 

Your two sizes of coal look real. 

Mike

_________________________________________________

I was so much older then, I'm younger than that now Bob Dylan
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#139808-20-2024, 04:15 PM

I like it. Were did you get the coal from? Looks perfect size for a 1:48 scale blacksmith hearth.

Jerry

"And in the end, it's not the years in your life that count. It's the life in your years." A. Lincoln

  1 comment1 comment
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#1398.1deemerydeemery commented
08-20-2024, 05:13 PM

I think I got this at Michaels or Hobby Lobby. No obvious source on the label (and no store price tag.) Getting 2 different sizes was just dumb luck...
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#1399 08-24-2024, 03:01 PM

First photo shows the weights trying to hold the end bracing and connected last bent square, plumb, etc.

The second photo shows attaching the fragile railing to the coal dock:

This is a laser cut piece of the entire railing assembly, and a set of self-stick 2x4 to thicken the posts. The net effect works well, BUT... I was really disappointed
to note there was misalignment on one railing with the laser cut piece. 

Assembling this to get the posts into the pre-cut notch on the dock, and gluing (keeping everything plumb, is a bit of a challenge. Once the white glue has set
up and I'm OK with the alignment, I'll go back and seal everything with CA. Then I'll do a bit of painting/weathering to tie things together.

dave
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#140008-24-2024, 04:23 PM

Sounds very finicky to build but it looks like you did a great job.

Curt Webb

Freelanced PRR Bellevue Sub
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#1401 08-25-2024, 11:45 AM

Coal trestle is almost complete:

I'm waiting on 30' ladders from Rail-Scale-Models, and then I'll be able to do the final painting/weathering. Those handrails are finicky and delicate, but they
sure add to the look.

dave
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#140208-25-2024, 12:08 PM

Nice looking structure. What's left to do?
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#1402.1deemerydeemery commented
08-25-2024, 12:30 PM

Ladders, final finish, and then "plant" it in the scenery. I'll keep the deck removable until I do the trestle bridge in front. That way I won't have to worry
about bumping the fragile railings when doing the bridge. The bridge will reuse the trestle design from the coaling dock, and the associated jigs.

Last edited by deemery; 08-25-2024, 05:33 PM.
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#140308-26-2024, 08:45 AM

Dave,

It's all coming together nicely.

Looking at the scene so far, if it were mine I'd be tempted to turn things around and have access to the bins via a road under the projected trestle on the
mainline track. Too late now I suppose. It's the kind of thing that would nag me.

Mike

_________________________________________________

I was so much older then, I'm younger than that now Bob Dylan
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#1403.1deemerydeemery commented
08-26-2024, 01:05 PM

Yeah, I see your point. But I think that would cram things a bit. This part of the layout is already 'selectively compressed' for depth. But I'll flip the bins and
take a look.
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#140408-26-2024, 11:59 AM

Looks great Dave.

Curt Webb

Freelanced PRR Bellevue Sub
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#1405 08-26-2024, 02:04 PM

So Mike suggests "reverse the bins and have the delivery trucks run under the trestle." Now you have to imagine the trestle bridge in location here, underneath
the track (currently with Homabed and green tape)

Hmmmm... I could make this work. I'll have to move the spacer from underneath one side of the base to the other, to keep the bins level. That shouldn't be too
hard. Then I have the issue that access to the right-most bin would be blocked by the track/trestle bridge abutment. I could try to rip the coal out of that bin,
or just ignore the lack of access. The bent spacing is 10', I had planned to continue that on the trestle. The teamsters might have problems backing their
wagons up between the bridge bents to the bins. That also impacts the topography on this side of the bridge, currently a slope but that I can change.

I'll need to think about this a bit, but I'm inclined to do it. I think I'll start with working out where the trestle track bridge bents will go.

MoreMore... Top-down view. Can I get away with the access road being between the bins and the track trestle? 

You can just barely see the base of a bent underneath the track, I put that there to get a sense of how far out the bent's base would protrude into the driveway
for the coal bins. 

The alternative is to have the path for the coal wagons be along the edge of the layout this side of the track, drive underneath the trestle, and get to the bins
that way.

Opinions solicited!

dave

Last edited by deemery; 08-26-2024, 04:55 PM.
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#140608-26-2024, 05:42 PM

Dave,

Thanks for taking my suggestion seriously. I was thinking that to provide appropriate width for the access road, two bents could be further apart, say 15', and
there would be additional beams spanning that distance. 

The farther apart the bents, the more visible the coal operation will be, so you might want to consider a wider spacing for all of them.

I'd be inclined to avoid building the mainline trestle exactly the same as the coal trestle. After all, they serve different purposes. A little variety is good.

Bents on my scratchbuilt coal trestle are 15' apart and that looks good to me. (I'm not suggesting going back to change the 10' spacing on your coal trestle.)

Mike

_________________________________________________

I was so much older then, I'm younger than that now Bob Dylan
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#140708-26-2024, 06:03 PM

Dave,

I looked back at your plan for the coal trestle bents, but I don't see all the measurements, particularly for the vertical members. If these are less than 12" by 12"
then you could make the mainline trestle look beefier by using heavier timbers. That could also mean you could space the bents out more.

Have you looked at prototype trestle plans to get dimensions for components and bent spacing? Ten feet is fairly standard but one plan I saw (for a coal
trestle) had a 12.5' spacing.

Mike

Last edited by Michael_Hohn; 08-26-2024, 06:45 PM.

_________________________________________________

I was so much older then, I'm younger than that now Bob Dylan
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#1407.1deemerydeemery commented
08-27-2024, 08:36 AM

The PRR prototype used 12 x 12 for most of the bent pieces (or at least the kit did :-) ) I studied the N&W drawings in the Mallory "Bridges and Trestles"
book, and went with 12x12 for the vertical posts, and 10x12 for the diagonals. The basic trestle pattern is the same (2 verticals, 2 diagonals, no center post.) I
need to check the N&W plans for inter-bent spacing. It's an 1890s era bridge, so a good match for my time period. I also consulted a Reading plans book for
their standard coal trestle.

The sills on top and bottom of the bents are pairs of 8" x 12" (base) or 8" x 16" top. Since I'm using 2" thickness cross bracing pieces, that makes the entire
bent 16" wide and it sits -flat- on the jig during assembly. That's A Feature, makes it easier to assemble and keep square, etc. And paired 8" pieces are
similar to what I saw in the N&W plans and other trestle plans I looked at. 

One thing the bridge trestle will have that the coaling dock does not is inter-bent sway bracing.

Edit  Flag

#1407.2deemerydeemery commented
08-28-2024, 08:25 AM

The inter-bent spacing on the N&W plan I'm using as the primary prototype is 12' 6" (compared to 10' in the coal trestle.)

Edit  Flag
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#140808-28-2024, 08:53 AM

Dave,

Yes, 12 by 12" seems to be standard. 

As far as teamsters backing up their wagons, if they were anything like today's drivers, they could do it. I've seen situations where today's trucks have to be
backed quite a distance down a narrow alley to reach a loading dock. OK, I know, it was horses back then.

Taking your idea from above, perhaps wagons could enter from between the mainline and the coal trestle, and exit underneath the mainline trestle. Or vice
versa. Maybe that right-most bin would be accessible if the wagon could sit parallel to the track.

It must have been a real job loading wagons from installations like this.

Mike

_________________________________________________

I was so much older then, I'm younger than that now Bob Dylan
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#1409 08-28-2024, 10:44 AM

Here's the N&W 'short trestle' drawing:

The one thing I found surprising about this is where the vertical posts meet the top horizontal sills. It sure looks like the posts are notched for the sills, rather
than having the sills sitting directly on top of the posts. I would think that weakens the joint...

dave

Modeling 1890s (because the voices in my head told me to)

Edit  Quote  Comment  Flag Like 0

deemerydeemery
Senior Member

Join Date: Sep 2007
Posts: 11493

 Share

 Tweet

#1410 08-28-2024, 03:33 PM

Well, laying out a trestle bridge on a curve ain't simple... I taped together 2 pieces of 11x14 paper, laid it on top of the track, and ran a piece of chalk to trace the
rails:

I hit that with a light coat of spray workable fixative, so the chalk won't smear, and I can still put pencil marks on it Then I found the center point of the arc,
and constructed a perpendicular line through the center. That will be the starting point for measurements along the 2 rails (for the trestle bent distance.) The
center spacing is 12', so the inner rail will be shorter and the outer rail will be longer. Now if the curve is a uniform radius, those two measurements will hold
across the curve. But I don't think that's necessarily the case, so I'll have to do measure-twice-and-cut for the joists that the bridge ties will sit on. The
abutment-to-abutment distance is 20" (as the scale crow flies, 145 feet...)

Now the best way to build the bridge will be to flip this over once those joist are cut, and assemble the bridge upside down. I'll putz with this tomorrow, to
see how hard it will be to reverse the image by flipping the papers.

dave

Last edited by deemery; 08-28-2024, 04:44 PM.
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